
 
 

Town of Bridgewater 
Town Council 

April 23, 2024 
7:00 PM 

66 Central Square 
  Academy Building 

  Council Chamber - Second Floor 
  The Town Council meeting is also aired via Facebook Live: 

  https://www.facebook.com/bridgewaterma.org 

 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
Due to Massachusetts Open Meeting Law requirements, discussions will not take place during Public Comment 
periods.  If appropriate, responses to questions and concerns will be given by the Town Manager at a future 
Town Council meeting. 
 
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
  a) March 26, 2024 Meeting Minutes 
  b) April 9, 2024 Meeting Minutes 
B. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
C. PROCLAMATIONS 
D. CITIZEN OPEN FORUM 
E. APPOINTMENTS 
F. HEARINGS 
  a) Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004:  Central Business District and Form 

Based Code  
Continued Public Hearing 

  b) Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-008:  Bridgewater Town Charter Article II, Legislative Branch 
Section 2-13(a) Annual Stipend 
Public Hearing:  The notice was posted in the 4/11/24 Enterprise. 

  c) Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-009:  Bridgewater Town Charter Article III, Elected Officials 
Recall Provision 
Public Hearing:  The notice was posted in the 4/11/24 Enterprise. 

G. LICENSE TRANSACTIONS 
H. PRESENTATIONS 
  a) Marilee Hunt, Town Clerk 
I. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 
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Town of Bridgewater 
Town Council Agenda 

Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
 

 

  a) Addressing Prior Public Comment Items (No Council Discussion) 
J. DISCUSSIONS 
K. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
L. LEGISLATION FOR ACTION 
  a) Petition P-2024-020:  A Resolution in Recognition of Pride Month 

This measure was not referred to any committee.  14 days has elapsed, therefore this measure may be voted 
this evening. 

  b) Order O-FY24-027:  FY25 Water and Sewer Rates 
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 4/1/24 meeting.  Finance Committee meeting on 4/22/24. 

  c) Order O-FY24-039:  Deed In Lieu of Foreclosure - 0 Laurel Street 
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 4/1/24 meeting.  Finance Committee meeting on 4/22/24. 

  d) Order O-FY24-040:  Transfer Order Water Capital 
Budget & Finance meeting 4/16/24.  Finance Committee meeting on 4/22/24. 

M. OLD BUSINESS 
N. NEW BUSINESS 
  a) Petition P-2024-021:  A Resolution Honoring Juneteenth 
O. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Q. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
R. ADJOURNMENT 
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Town of Bridgewater
Town Council

March 26, 2024
7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

A quorum being duly present, Town Council President Erik Moore called the meeting of the Bridgewater Town 
Council to order at 7:00pm on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 in the Council Chambers.

Present:  Fred Chase, Paul Murphy, Shawn George, Dennis Gallager, Susan Robinson, Kevin Perry, Brad 
McKinnon, Mark Linde and Erik Moore.  Also in attendance was Town Manager Michael Dutton and Town 
Attorney Jason Rawlins. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
a) March 12, 2024 Meeting Minutes

Councilor McKinnon made a motion to approve the March 12, 2024 meeting minutes, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Absent at the Time of the vote;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; 
Linde – Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Council President Moore led a moment of silence for all of veterans past and present.
PROCLAMATIONS – None

CITIZEN OPEN FORUM
• Ed Ivaldi, Boxwood Lane:  commented on the annual stipend ordinance, still against.
• Bill Aris:  commented on stipend, against council approving future stipends.
• Bill Wood, 380 Hayward Street:  creating handbook for Town Council, asked members to send ideas for 

the handbook.
• Sam Baumgarten, 60 Short Street:  thanked Councilors Gallagher, Moore and George for their service.  

Also noted that a) send an hybrid meeting article and would like people to read; b)  noted at times there is 
no parking at the academy building; c)  asked the council to pay attention to the issues at the Nip; and d)  
reminded councilors to speak into their microphone because you can’t hear watching on tv.

• Jean DiBattista, 260 Lakeside Drive:  asked about the environmental subcommittee of the Town Council 
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Town of Bridgewater
Town Council Agenda

Tuesday, March 26, 2024

that she asked be formed at the last meeting and noted the current issues with the project at the Nip.
• Melissa Ramondetta, 317 Lakeside Drive:  thanked the councilors and noted that she supports an 

environment subcommittee.  Also noted how important public comments were and that she sent an email 
to the Council President and Town Manager and did not receive a response.

• Carlton Hunt, Austin Street:  thanked the council for putting the specialized code on the agenda and wants 
it to go to advertising.

• Mary McGrath, Pleasant Street:  commented on an MBTA report and noted that it would be foolish to 
spend money to move the train station, not in favor of the FBC.

• Adelene Ellenberg, 76 Aldrich Road:  noted that the stipend amount should be $1,500 and future raises 
should be approved by taxpayers.

APPOINTMENTS
a) Reappointments - S.A.V.E. Committee:  

     Paula Bracken (Term 2024-2026)
     Lorraine Carrozza (Term 2024-2027)

Councilor George made a motion to reappoint Paula Bracken and Lorraine Carrozza to the 
S.A.V.E. Committee, which was duly seconded by Councilor Murphy.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Absent at the Time of the vote;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; 
Linde – Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

b) Appointment - Housing Authority:
     Paul Battista (Term 2024-2027)

Councilor Linde made a motion to appoint Paul Battista to the Housing Authority, which was duly seconded 
by Councilor Murphy.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Absent at the Time of the vote;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; 
Linde – Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

c) Ratification of Finance Director - Laurie Guerrini

Town Manager Dutton noted that Laurie Guerrini was an ideal leader, critical piece of finance department 
and cares about Bridgewater and it’s success and asked the Council to ratify Laurie’s appointment to Finance 
Director.

Councilor Murphy made a motion to approve the ratification of Laurie Guerrini to Finance Director, which 
was duly seconded by Councilor Gallagher.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.
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Town of Bridgewater
Town Council Agenda

Tuesday, March 26, 2024

d) Ratification of Fire Chief - John Schlatz

Town Manager Dutton noted that Deputy Chief Schlatz is professional, great listener, reliable and a true 
leader and asked the Council to ratify John’s appointment to Fire Chief for the Town of Bridgewater.

Councilor George made a motion to approve the ratification of John Schlatz to Fire Chief, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Gallagher.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

HEARINGS
a) Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004:  Central Business District and Form Based Code 

Continued Public Hearing - 7:15

Council President Moore asked if anyone in the audience wished to speak:
• Bill Wood, 380 Hayward Street:  in favor of FBC; retail space requirements rule in place for a 

reason.
• Carlton Hunt, Austin Street:  decision process needs to be done by people who live in town.

Councilor Linde made a motion to continue Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004 to the 
next Town Council meeting, April 9, 2024 at 7:15pm.  This motion was duly seconded by Councilor 
Robinson.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

LICENSE TRANSACTIONS
a) Petition P-2024-017:  Granting of the Transfer of a Beer and Wine License - HR Group Inc. dba Nick & 

Angelo's Pizza
7:05pm Public Hearing:  Notice was in the 3/12/24 Enterprise.

Council President Moore opened the Public Hearing at 7:36pm.

Attorney Tom Truax, representing the petitioner, gave a brief update of the sale.  It is a sale of assets; 10 
years experience in business, owns a restaurant in Stoughton – Lucky Pizza, TIPS certified.  Will stay open 
the same hours, building staying the same, turn key operation.

Council President Moore asked if anyone had any general questions:  None
Council President Moore asked if anyone wished to speak in favor:  None
Council President Moore asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition:  None
Council President Moore asked if there were any questions from the Councilors:  None

Council President Moore closed the Public Hearing at 7:39p.m.
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Councilor George made a motion to approve Petition P-2024-017, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

Councilor Linde made a motion to take N. New Business out of order.  This was duly seconded by Councilor 
McKinnon.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

NEW BUSINESS
a) Order O-FY24-039:  Deed In Lieu of Foreclosure - 0 Laurel Street

Councilor George made a motion to refer Order O-FY24-039 to Budget & Finance and FinCom, which was 
duly seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

b) General Ordinance D-FY24-006:  Amend General Ordinances Relative to the Veterans Department

Councilor Moore noted that this is needed to be voted on to create a district.

Councilor Linde made a motion to refer to Rules & Procedures, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

Councilor George asked if it would be proper to create a veterans group in Rules?  Attorney Rawlins noted 
that he believes it is a separate matter, only amendment being made is changing to a District.

Councilor Linde made a motion to be added as a co-sponsor to General Ordinance D-FY24-006, which was 
duly seconded by Councilor George.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.
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Councilor Robinson asked what would happen if this was not recommended.  Town Manager Dutton noted 
that we would go our separate ways and each town would hire their own Veterans Agent.

Councilor George noted that he is not against a district, issue is with the hiring.  Regulation says 1 full-time 
VSO, 1 part-time VSO and 1 admin, but Veteran Services says don’t need part-time.

Town Manager Dutton noted that the intent is to fully staff.

A voice vote was taken on the motion to refer to Rules & Procedures and the results recorded as follows:  
Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; 
McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion passed 9-

PRESENTATIONS – None

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT
a) Addressing Prior Public Comment Items (No Council Discussion)

Town Manager Dutton answered two questions from residents that were asked at the last Town Council 
meeting:

1) Public Comment:  putting together clarity for the residents to understand
2) Stetson Street Burnt Pavement Issue:  DPW will be fixing the pavement issue this Spring.

b) Fire Station Update
Town Manager Dutton noted that the steel will be put up in the Fall, there is an urgency to get the 
building up prior to Winter.  M.L. Connor was the winning bid.

c) Fire Hydrant Issue
Town Manager Dutton noted that an assessment of all fire hydrants is being done.  Central Square 
and Old Plymouth Street hydrants have been fixed.  Noted that the DPW and Fire work closely 
together on any hydrant issues.

d) Stiles & Hart Update
Town Manager Dutto noted that the contract for construction was being signed by Attorney 
Rawlings tonight.  Winning bid is $795K and received a grant of $480K.  Construction will begin 
shortly.

e) Municipal Parking Lot Update
Town Manager Dutton noted that approximately $100k has been collection over the past 4 years and the 
parking fees are critical to the Central Square study.

Councilor McKinnon asked about paving and Town Manager Dutton noted that DPW is looking into that.

Councilor George would like to know the amount received for parking tickets for that lot.

f) Flagg Street Update
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Town Manager Dutton noted that trucks are being rerouted to Winter Street from Flagg Street.  Will be 
rerouting again to the short section of Conant Street to Flagg Street.  Town Manager Dutton also noted that 
the Town informed the State about the light issue at Winter and Bedford Streets.

Councilor Chase asked if there was a realistic window of when work will begin.  Town Manager Dutton 
noted that there is some funding so early summer drainage replacement.  Once done, no need for a detour.

Councilor Chase noted that the resident concern about the light is the timing.  Seems the light favors Route 
178 and shorten for Winter Street.  Town Manager Dutton noted he will let the State know this.

g) Old State Farm Trail Update
Town Manager Dutton noted that this property is run by Natural Resources Trust which is a 
volunteer committee.  DOC granted the town an easement on their property but the town had to pay 
for firm.  CPC funds was used to pay for the firm and that is almost complete.  The volunteer group 
is plowing ahead for State funds to construct the trail.  

h) Vernon Street Bridge Issue Update
Town Manager Dutton noted that DPW reached out to Middleboro and learned that MassDOT is in 
the design process of replacing the bridge, 2 – 3 year process.  State has open work ticket to repair 
the railings and the sign has been ordered.

Councilor George would like the following items on the Next Agenda:

1) Update on who owns the property on Water Street with the tires and the next steps.
2) Suggests we get a copy of the DCO report that shows the facilities that are closing.  Is one of 

them Bridgewater State Hospital?

DISCUSSIONS – None

COMMITTEE REPORTS – None

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION
a) Order O-FY24-028:  Acceptance of Grant:   Council on Aging – Mass Cultural Council

 Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 
3/18/24 meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to vote a) through e) together, which was duly seconded by 
Councilor Linde.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 9-0.

Councilor George made a motion to approve a) through e) which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Perry.
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A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 9-0.

b) OrderO-FY24-029: Acceptance of Grant:  Community Transit Program - MassDOT
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 
3/18/24 meeting.

Approved as above.

c) Order O-F24-030:  Acceptance of Grant:  Police Department - Justice Assistance (JAG) Program
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 
meeting.

Approved as above.

d) Order O-FY24-031:  Acceptance of Grant:  Fire Department - Department of Fire Services
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 
meeting.

Approved as above.
e) Order O-FY24-032:  Acceptance of Grant:  Council on Aging - Massachusetts Home and Community Based 

Services (HCBS)
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 meeting.

Approved as above.

f) Order O-FY24-036:  Town Department Capital Transfer Order
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 
meeting.

Councilor Perry made a motion to approve Order O-FY24-036, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
George.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

g) Order O-FY24-037:  Transfer Order - Bridgewater Raynham School District Capital Assessment
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 
meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Order O-FY24-037, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Gallagher.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
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Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

h) Order O-FY24-038:  Capital Transfer Order - Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  FinCom voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 
meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Order O-FY24-038, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Murphy.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

i) Resolution R-FY24-005:  Route 18 Corridor Transportation Planning Study 
This measure was not referred to any committee.  14 days have passed, therefore may be finally considered this evening.

Councilor Chase made a motion to approve Resolution R-FY24-005, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Gallagher.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

j) Petition P-2024-018:  2024 Annual Town Election Warrant
It is required that the Town Council accepts and approves as a matter of record.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Petition P-2024-018, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Murphy.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

k) Proposed Zoning Ordinance D-FY24-003:  Chapter 7.7 - Specialized Energy Code
Community and Economic Development voted 1-1-1 to recommend at their 1/31/24 meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to refer Proposed Zoning Ordinance D-FY24-003, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

l) Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-008:  Bridgewater Town Charter Article II, Legislative Branch Section 2-
13(a) Annual Stipend
Rules & Procedures vote 3-0 to recommend with amendments at their 3/18/24 meeting.
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Councilor George made a motion to refer Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-008 back to Rules & Procedures, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Linde.

Councilor George noted that they heard residents with issues on how future raises are done and would like 
the Ordinance to go back Rules for further review.

Councilor Chase noted that this Ordinance has been discussed for many months and the highlighted text on 
the attachment was adopted by Rules during their last meeting.  As to the request from a resident for a 
citizen body, out Charter makes no provision for that, it would be a charter change to add that.  An 
Ordinance for an increase would require a public hearing so residents would have a say.

Councilor Perry noted that the amount choses was based on what other towns receive.

Councilor George withdrew his motion.

Councilor Gallagher made a motion to refer Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-008 to Advertising, which was 
duly seconded by Councilor George.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 9-0.

OLD BUSINESS – None

CITIZEN COMMENTS
• Bill Wood, 380 Hayward Street:  thanked everyone on the Stiles & Hart Park.
• Kevin Marshall, Auburn Street:  noted that he is in favor of a veterans district.
• Jean DiBattista, 260 Lakeside Drive:  public does not know how things work and views of the 

candidates are not on a town spot.  
• Carlton Hunt, Austin Street:  noted that there is a candidates forum on BTV on 3/28 and 4/3.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
• Councilor Gallagher:  thanked those that were reappointed and appointed and congratulations to 

Laurie and John on their appointments.
• Councilor Robinson:  no comments
• Councilor George:  in favor of remote participation but proceed with caution.  Technology not 

the best; potential to miss someone.  State needs to deliver guidance.
• Councilor Perry:  congratulated those who were reappointed and appointed and special 

congratulations to Laurie and John.
• Councilor Murphy:  no comments
• Councilor McKinnon:  no comments
• Councilor Chase:  echo congratulations to Laurie and John and thanked the citizens who stepped 

forward tonight.
• Councilor Linde:  congratulations to all and noted that there is a Conservation meeting this 
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Thursday that people should attend.
• Councilor Moore:  congratulated Laurie and John for their appointments.  Apologized to the 

resident for not responding to her email.  Trying to keep information out there and welcome 
feedback from residents on how to.  Noted open meeting law dictates what we can and cannot do 
so not trying to ignore residents, just making sure.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None

ADJOURNMENT

Councilor George made a motion to adjourn, which was duly seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Yea; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 9-0.

Meeting adjourned at 8:57pm.
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Town of Bridgewater
Town Council

April 9, 2024
7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

Due to Massachusetts Open Meeting Law requirements, discussions will not take place during Public Comment periods.  If appropriate, responses to 
questions and concerns will be given by the Town Manager at a future Town Council meeting.

CALL TO ORDER

A quorum being duly present, Town Council President Erik Moore called the meeting of the Bridgewater Town 
Council to order at 7:00pm on Tuesday, April 9, 2024 in the Council Chambers.

Present:  Fred Chase, Paul Murphy, Shawn George, Dennis Gallager, Susan Robinson, Kevin Perry, Mark 
Linde and Erik Moore.  

Absent: Brad McKinnon

Also in attendance was Town Manager Michael Dutton and Town Attorney Jason Rawlins. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS - None

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
A moment of silence was held for a Veteran David E. Hill who passes away on March 28, 2024.
PROCLAMATIONS
a) Arbor Day - June 26, 2024

Council President Moore read the Arbor Day Proclamation into the record and it was accepted by the Town 
Council.

CITIZEN OPEN FORUM
• Ray Ajemian, 221 Aldrich Road:  spoke on behalf of the Tree Committee and Arbor Day tree planting.
• Amanda Napior, 316 Main Street:  spoke in favor of the Pride Flag petition.
• Christina Ajemian, 221 Aldrich Road:  spoke in favor of the Pride Flag petition.
• Pat Near, Lakeside Drive:  thanked Councilors George, Moore and Gallagher for their service and spoke 

about the storage of tire ordinance.
• Ed Ivaldi, Boxwood Lane:  spoke about Bill Wood working on Town Council booklet.
• Adelene Ellenberg, Aldrich Road:  noted that the American Flag should be above the Pride flag.
• Laurene Powers, 41 Sunrise Drive:  spoke in favor of the Pride Flag petition.
• Rebecca Cordeiro, 135 Deerfield:  spoke in favor of the Pride Flag petition.
• Janet Hanson, Pleasant Street:  spoke about the Form Based Code ordinance.
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• Steve Black, 145 Legge Street:  read a letter in favor of the Pride Flag from a high school student.
• Sherry Turner, 67 Brewster Drive:  spoke in favor of the Pride Flag 
• Sam Baumgarten, 60 Short Street:  spoke in favor of the raising of the Pride flag.
• John Donna, 261 South Street:  spoke about the Form Based Code, keep in character with the town.
• David Hickle:  spoke in favor of the raising of the Pride Flag.
• Tim Fitzgibbon, 238 South Drive:  Thanked the Town Council and Town Manager for working with the 

School Committee on the budget and thanked Councilor George for his service on the Town Council.
• Nancy Gill, 45 Water Street:  spoke in favor of the raising of the Pride Flag.
• Jane Callahan, 335 Grange Park:  spoke in favor of the raising of the Pride and Juneteenth flags.
• Maurice, Village Drive:  spoke in opposition of the Form Based Code.

APPOINTMENTS – None
HEARINGS
a) Petition P-2024-019:  Petition for National Grid and Verizon New England Inc. Installation of Poles - 145 

Winter Street
7:05 pm Public Hearing:  The Notice was posted in the 3/26/24 Enterprise and Abutter Letters sent 3/26/24.

Town Council President Moore opened the Public Hearing at 7:50pm.

Muhammad Jamous from National Grid gave a brief update of what they are looking for.  

Council President Moore asked if there were any general questions from the public – no one spoke.
Council President Moore asked if anyone wished to speak in favor – no one spoke.
Council President Moore asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition – no one spoke.
Council President Moore asked if there were any questions from the Councilors – no questions were 
asked.
Council President Moore closed the Public Hearing at 7:51p.m.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Petition P-2024-019, which was duly seconded by 
Councilor Linde.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 8-0.

b) Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004:  Central Business District and Form Based Code 
7:15 Continued Public Hearing

Council President Moore continued the Public Hearing and asked if there were any Public Comments:
• Adelene Ellenberg, Aldrich Road:  noted there is no sewer/water capacity, polluted tank needs to 

be verified before moving station.

Councilor George made a motion to amend Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004 with 
the version that is published with the 4/9/24 agenda.  This was duly seconded by Councilor Chase.
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Councilor Chase noted that this amendment is the one attached to tonight’s agenda and it was adopted at 
the recent CED/Planning Board meeting.  Discussed in length at that meeting.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 8-0.

Councilor Robinson made a motion to amend Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004 with 
the edits noted on the 4/8/24 memo from Town Manager Dutton.  This was duly seconded by Councilor 
George.

Councilor Robison noted the 4/8/24 amendments.

Councilor Perry asked if the Attorney General does not agree with the Ordinance, does that jeopardize the 
Form Based Code.  Mr. Rulli noted that it would not and that the 4/8 memo edits are the only items not 
reviewed by the Attorney General.

Councilor Moore noted that this process started long before the MBTA with the Master Plan.  Economics 
has to change to make others change their buildings and repair downtown to generate revenue.  Zoning 
tells developers what they can and cannot do.

A voice vote was taken on the motion to amend with the 4/8/24 edits and the results recorded as follows:  
Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – 
Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

Councilor George made a motion to continue the Hearing for Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance 
D-FY24-004 to the 4/23/24 meeting.  This was duly seconded by Councilor Linde.

Councilor George noted that he supports this Ordinance 100% but wants people to read all edits.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 8-0.

LICENSE TRANSACTIONS – None

PRESENTATIONS – None

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT
a) Addressing Prior Public Comment Items (No Council Discussion)

Town Manager Dutton answered a few questions that were asked at the last Town Council meeting:
• A resident would like to see the Town Council create an Environmental Committee:  the intent is to 

bring admin code changes to the council once the new council is seated and this will be one of the 
requested changes.
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• Residents wanting more information:  currently there is an operational update that is posted 
monthly, information uploaded to the website and on Facebook and various other outlets.  More 
outlets are being looked into including a monthly video from the Town Manager.

b) Update on Tire Dump
Town Manager Dutton noted that it appears that the tire dump may be on State property.  Will be working 
with DCAM for remedy.

DISCUSSIONS – None

COMMITTEE REPORTS – None

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION
a) Order O-FY24-027:  FY25 Water and Sewer Rates

Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 4/1/24 meeting.  Finance Committee meeting on 4/8/24.
Council President Moore noted that the Finance Committee did not meet on 4/8/24 so this Order cannot be 
voted on.

Councilor George made a motion to postpone voting on Order O-FY24-027 until the next meeting, which 
was duly seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 8-0.

b) Order O-FY24-033:  Town Council Acceptance of Proposed License, Permit and Fee Increases Effective 
July 1, 2024
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24 meeting.  Finance Committee voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24 meeting. 
 Community & Economic Development voted 3-0 to recommend at their 4/1/24 meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Order O-FY24-033, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 8-0.

c) Order O-FY24-035:  Adoption of a 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan
Budget & Finance voted 3-0 to recommend at their 3/19/24.  Finance Committee voted 6-0 to recommend at their 3/18/24.

Councilor George made a motion to approve Order O-FY24-035, which was duly seconded by Councilor 
Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – Yea; 
Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  Motion 
passed 8-0.
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d) Order O-FY24-039:  Deed In Lieu of Foreclosure - 0 Laurel Street
Budget & Finance vote 3-0 to recommend at their 4/1/24 meeting.  Finance Committee scheduled to meet on 4/8/24.

Council President Moore noted that the Finance Committee did not meet on 4/8/24 so this Order 
cannot be voted on.

Councilor Linde made a motion to postpone voting on Order O-FY24-039 until the next meeting, 
which was duly seconded by Councilor George.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

e) General Ordinance D-FY24-005:  Amend Chapter 74, Article II, "Storage of New or Used Tires"
Rules & Procedures voted 3-0 to recommend with amendments at their 3/18/24 meeting.

Councilor George made a motion to refer Ordinance D-FY24-005 to advertising, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

f) General Ordinance D-FY24-006:  Amend General Ordinances Relative to the Veterans Department
This measure was not referred to any committee.   14 days has elapsed; therefore this measure may be voted to be referred to 
advertising this evening.

Councilor George made a motion to refer Ordinance D-FY24-006 to advertising, which was duly 
seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS - None
a) Order O-FY24-040:  Transfer Order Water Capital

Councilor George made a motion to refer Order O-FY24-040 to Budget & Finance and Finance 
Committee, which was duly seconded by Councilor Chase.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

b) Petition P-2024-020:  A Resolution in Recognition of Pride Month
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Councilor George made a motion to retain Petition P-2024-020 at Town Council.  This was duly 
seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

c) Budget Order O-FY25-001:  FY2025 Annual Town Budget
Councilor Linde made a motion to suspend the council rules and combine items c) to h) together.  
This was duly seconded by Councilor George.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

Councilor George made a motion to refer items c) to h) to Budget & Finance and Finance 
Committee.  This was duly seconded by Councilor Perry.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – 
Yea.  Motion passed 8-0.

d) Budget Order O-FY25-002:  FY2025 Water Enterprise Fund Budget
Referred to Budget & Finance and Finance Committee as noted above.

e) Budget Order O-FY25-003:  FY25 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget
Referred to Budget & Finance and Finance Committee as noted above.

f) Budget Order O-FY25-004:  FY25 Transfer Station Enterprise Fund Budget
Referred to Budget & Finance and Finance Committee as noted above.

g) Budget Order O-FY25-005:  Authorization of Revolving Funds
Referred to Budget & Finance and Finance Committee as noted above.

h) Order O-FY25-006:  CPA Reserve Accounts - FY2025
Referred to Budget & Finance and Finance Committee as noted above.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
• Janet Hanson, Pleasant Street:  thanked the council for continuing the FBC ordinance. 
• James Candito, 37 Stetson Street:  spoke in opposition of the FBC ordinance.
• Sam Baumgarten, 60 Short Street:  hybrid meetings; microphones and the Nip not answered 

from last meeting.
• Adelene Ellenberg, Alrich Road:  spoke about lots that are small are they being consolidated and 

Perkins having environment issue.

Page 18 of 98



Town of Bridgewater
Town Council Agenda

Tuesday, April 9, 2024

COUNCIL COMMENTS
• Councilor Gallagher:  very interesting meeting, thanked residents for coming tonight to speak.  

Thanked those for their work on the FBC and thanked Councilor George on his service to the 
town.

• Councilor Linde:  thanked Councilor George on his service to the town; thanked residents for 
coming out tonight and noted that 2 businesses closed in Central Square.

• Councilor Chase:  commended Councilor George for his time on the council and noted that he 
refers FBC as downtown revitalization – more streamlined approval process.

• Councilor Murphy:  thanked those that shared their stories and thanked Councilor George for his 
time on the council.

• Councilor Perry:  great seeing all those in attendance tonight and speaking; thanked Councilor 
George for his service, will miss his experience and directness.  Agrees with Councilor Chase 
and the FBC – we all have the best interested of the town in mind.  Also noted that there is a 
Lions Club fundraising taking place on 4/13 at the Bridgewater Vets Club.

• Councilor Robinson:  appreciate the support on the Pride flag and thanked Councilor George for 
his service, he will be missed.

• Councilor Moore:  noted that he appreciated all who spoke tonight about the Pride flag and can’t 
imagine the town not doing it every year and thanked Councilor George for his valued service to 
the town, he will be missed.

• Councilor George:  spoke about his 7+ years on the Town Council.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None

ADJOURNMENT

Councilor George made a motion to adjourn, which was duly seconded by Councilor Chase.

A voice vote was taken with the results recorded as follows:  Chase – Yea; Murphy - Yea; George – 
Yea; Gallagher – Yea; Moore – Yea; Robinson – Yea;  Perry – Yea; McKinnon – Absent; Linde – Yea.  
Motion passed 8-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:44pm.
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Erik Moore, Councilor 

Susan Robinson, Councilor 
Date Introduced: 1/2/2024 
First Reading: 1/2/2024 
Second Reading:  2/6/2024 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading: 2/20/2024 
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Proposed Zoning Amendment Ordinance D-FY24-004:  Central Business District and Form Based Code  
 
ORDERED, pursuant to MGL, Chapter 40A that the Town Council assembled votes to amend Zoning 
Ordinance amendment - Central Business District and Form Based Code, Amending Sec. 3.2 Table of Use 
Regulations; Sec. 4.2 Table of Dimensional Requirements; Sec. 6.1.4 for CBD Parking; Sec. 9.6, currently the 
standards for mixed-use in the CBD, modified as the standards for the Central Business District, Standard 
(CBD-S) proposed to remain under the purview of the Planning Board; a new Sec. 9.8 for the Central Business 
District, Redevelopment (CBD-R) that will focus on form-based code under administrative review; and Sec. 
10.6 Site Plan Approval as attached. 
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 

•  Planning Board and  Community & 
Economic Development 

• 1/10/24:  Public Hearing held 

• Planning Board • 1/17/24:  Voted 4-1 to recommend with 
suggested adjustments/edits. 

•  Community & Economic Development • 1/31/24:  Voted 3-0 to recommend with 
amendments. 
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• Town Council • 3/26/24:  Referred back to Community & 
Economic Development and Planning Board. 

• Planning Board and Community & Economic 
Development 

• 4/3/24:  Public Hearing held. 

• Town Council • 4/9/24:  Continued Public Hearing to 4/23/24. 

• Town Council • 4/23/24:  Continued Public Hearing 

 
  
Attachments: 1. Final Zoning Ordiance-FB 4_10_24 
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Dennis Gallagher, Councilor 
Date Introduced: 9/7/2021 
First Reading: 9/7/2021 
Second Reading:  8/8/2023 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading: 9/5/2023 
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-008:  Bridgewater Town Charter Article II, Legislative Branch Section 2-

13(a) Annual Stipend 
 
ORDERED that The Town Charter, Article II, Legislative Branch Section 2-13(a) Annual Stipend shall be 
amended to reflect that each member of the Town Council shall receive an annual stipend, payable in arrears, in 
the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) and the Town Council President shall receive an annual stipend, 
payable in arrears, in the amount of seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500).  Incumbent Councilors shall 
receive a stipend as above set forth as of each annual Town Election Day.  A Councilor who vacates their office 
will be entitled to receive a pro-rated stipend as of the last date of their service.  Regardless of compensation, 
members of the Town Council shall not be eligible for benefits from the Town.  Any modification of the 
stipend amounts set-forth herein may be adopted by ordinance duly adopted by the Town Council, provided 
however that no increase or reduction in such stipends shall take effect during the year in which such increase 
or reduction is voted, and no change in such ordinance shall be made between the election of a new council and 
the qualification of the new council.  Persons elected to serve as councilors by special town election shall be 
eligible for payment of an annual stipend payable in arrears in the amount of $5,000 reduced on a pro-rated 
basis commensurate with the number of days beginning with the date of the special election.  Such ordinance 
shall be subject to the provisions of MGL Chapter 39, Section 6A. 
 
Such amendment shall be effective only after approval by the Town Council, the State Legislature and 
the voters of the Town of Bridgewater.     
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referrals and Dispositions 

• 9/7/21:  Town Council First Reading - Referred to Rules & Procedures 
• 1/5/22:  Rules & Procedures - Voted to recommend with amendments. 
• 8/8/23:  Town Council - Second Reading 
• 9/5/23:  Town Council Third Reading - Referred back to Rules & Procedures 
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• 10/3/23: Rules & Procedures - Voted 3-0 to recommend changes 
• 10/10/23:  Town Council Fourth Reading - voted to continue to next meeting with further information 

from Town Counsel. 
• 10/24/23:  Town Council - Voted with amendments to refer to Advertising. 
• 11/21/23:  Town Council - voted to refer back to Rules & Procedures 
• 3/18/24:  Rules & Procedures - voted 3-0 to recommend with amendments 
• 3/26/24:  Town Council - voted to recommend with amendments and referred to Advertising. 
• 4/23/24:  Town Council - Public Hearing 

  
  
Attachments: None 
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Dennis Gallagher, Councilor 

Shawn George, Councilor 
Date Introduced: 9/7/2021 
First Reading: 9/7/2021 
Second Reading:  8/8/2023 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading: 9/5/2023 
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Proposed Ordinance D-FY22-009:  Bridgewater Town Charter Article III, Elected Officials Recall 

Provision 
 
ORDERED that the Town Charter, Article II, Legislative Branch shall be amended to include a recall 
provision as below: 
  
 “(a)  Any holder of an elective office in the Town of Bridgewater may be recalled and removed there from by 
the qualified voters of said Town as herein provided. 
  
 (b)  One hundred or more of a district’s registered voters, or in the case of an at large official four hundred or 
more registered voters, may file with the Town Clerk an affidavit containing the name of the officer and the 
office held whose recall is sought and a statement of the offenses upon which the petition is based. An 
allegation of offenses which shall constitute a basis for recall of an elected official under this section shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following transgressions:  (1) conviction of a felony or conviction of the 
following misdemeanors as defined by Massachusetts General Laws:  domestic violence, driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, the illegal manufacture, distribution or dispensing of controlled substances, 
assault or criminal harassment, while presently in office; or (2) admission of facts, while presently in office, 
sufficient to be convicted of a felony or sufficient to be convicted of the following misdemeanors as defined in 
Massachusetts General Laws:   domestic violence, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, the illegal 
manufacture, distribution or dispensing of controlled substances, assault or criminal harassment; or (3) 
violation of the conflict of interest law (M.G.L. c. 268A) while presently in office, as determined by the State 
Ethics Commission or the Attorney General; (4) attendance at less than fifty (50%) of the posted public 
meetings of the board or office of which the official was an elected member or to which the official has been 
elected or appointed as part of their elected position during the previous twelve (12) months; (5) insobriety 
while performing official functions, being placed under guardianship or conservatorship by a probate court; or 
(6) corruption, conviction of bribery, or extortion or (7) violation of law, regulation, bylaw or other abdication 
of the applicable requirements of the elected position.  The elected official’s vote on a matter (other than in 
connection with a conflict of interest violation reference above) shall not be grounds for a recall petition.  Said 
Town Clerk and the Board of Registrars shall, within five business days, certify thereon the number of 
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signatures which are names of registered voters of the Town. The Town Clerk shall upon certification deliver to 
said voters making the affidavit copies of petition blanks demanding such recall, copies of which shall be kept 
available. The blanks shall be issued by the Town Clerk with said Clerk’s signature and official seal attached 
thereto. They shall be dated, shall be addressed to the Town Council, and shall contain the names of all persons 
to whom they are issued, the name of the person whose recall is sought, the office held by the person named, 
the grounds of recall as stated in the affidavit and shall demand the election of a successor to said office. A 
copy of the petition shall be entered in a record book to be kept in the office of the Town Clerk. The recall 
petition shall be returned and filed with the Town Clerk within 21 calendar days after the certification of the 
affidavit and shall have been signed by no less than at least ten percent (10%) of the registered voters of the 
district or the Town, as the case may be, based on the last Town election, who shall add to their signatures the 
street and number if any, of their residences. The Town Clerk shall within twenty-four hours of receipt of the 
petition, submit the petition to the Board of Registrars of voters in the Town, and the Registrars shall within 14 
calendar days certify thereon the number of signatures which are names of registered voters of the Town. 
  
 (c)  If the petition shall be certified by the Town Clerk and the Board of Registrars, and found to be sufficient, 
the Town Clerk shall submit the same with the Town Clerk’s certification to the Town Council without delay 
and said Council shall within five business days give written notice of the receipt of the certificate to the officer 
sought to be recalled. If the officer does not resign within five business days thereafter, the Town Council shall 
order an election to be held on a date fixed by them not less than 60 nor more than 90 calendar days after the 
date of the Town Clerk's certification that a sufficient petition has been filed; provided, however, if any other 
Town election is to occur within 100 calendar days after certification, the Town Council shall postpone the 
holding of the recall election to the date of such other election. If a vacancy occurs in said office after a recall 
election has been ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed as specified in the section provided. 
  
 (d)  An officer sought to be removed by recall may be a candidate for re-election and, unless the officer 
requests otherwise in writing, the Town Clerk shall place the officer’s name on the ballot without nomination. 
The nomination of other candidates, the publication of the warrant for the recall election, and the conduct of the 
same, shall all be in accordance with the provisions of law relating to elections, unless otherwise provided in 
this act. 
  
 (e)  The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of office until the recall election. If then re-elected, the 
officer shall continue in office for the remainder of the unexpired term, subject to recall as before, except as 
provided in this section. If the majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall is in the affirmative, the 
candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. If not re-elected in the recall election, 
the officer shall be deemed removed upon the qualification of the successor, who shall hold office during the 
unexpired term. If the successor fails to qualify within five calendar days after receiving notification of the 
election, the incumbent shall be deemed removed and the office vacant. 
  
 (f)  Ballots used in a recall election shall submit the following proposition in the order indicated: FOR the 
recall of (name of officer) (office held) or AGAINST the recall of (name of officer) (office held). Immediately 
at the right of each proposition there shall be an oval in which the voter, by filling in the oval, may vote for 
either of said propositions. Under the proposition shall appear the word "Candidates", the direction "Vote for 
One", and beneath this the names of candidates nominated as hereinbefore provided. In the case of machine 
voting or punch card balloting, or other forms of balloting provision shall be made to allow the same intent of 
the voter. If a majority of the votes cast upon the question of recall is in the affirmative, the candidate receiving 
the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. If a majority of votes on the question is in the negative, 
the ballots for candidates need not be counted. 
  
 (g)  No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within six months after taking office, or in the case of an 
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officer subjected to a recall election and not removed thereby, until at least six months after that election. 
  
 (h)  No person who has been recalled from an office or who has resigned from office while recall proceedings 
were pending against that person, shall be appointed to any Town office within two years after such removal by 
recall or resignation.” 
  
Said Amendment shall only become effective and is contingent upon approval by the Town Council, the 
State Legislature and the voters of the Town of Bridgewater. 
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) and Disposition(s) 

•  9/7/21:  Town Council First Reading - Referred to Rules & Procedures 
• 12/22/21:  Rules & Procedures Voted to recommend with amendments. 
• 8/8/23:  Town Council Second Reading - Voted to retain at Council 
• 9/5/23:  Town Council Third Reading - Referred back to Rules & Procedures 
• 10/3/23: Rules & Procedures Voted 3-0 to recommend changes 
• 10/10/23:  Town Council Fourth Reading - referred back to Rules & Procedures 
• 11/9/23:  Rules & Procedures - voted 3-0 with amendments 
• 11/21/23:  Town Council - Approved for Advertising 
• 4/23/24:  Town Council - Public Hearing 

 
  

 
  
Attachments: None 
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Introduced By: 

 

Date Introduced:  
First Reading:  
Second Reading:   
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading:  
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Marilee Hunt, Town Clerk 

 
 
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 

•   •   

•   •   

•   •   

 
  
Attachments: None 
 

Page 83 of 98



 

VOICE VOTE - REQUIRES MAJORITY OF THOSE PRESENT AND VOTING 

 

Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Fred Chase, Councilor 

Susan Robinson, Councilor 
Date Introduced: 4/9/2024 
First Reading: 4/9/2024 
Second Reading:  4/23/2024 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading:  
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Petition P-2024-020:  A Resolution in Recognition of Pride Month 

 
Whereas, since 2016, the Town of Bridgewater and the members of Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights 
have worked together to create a welcoming community, supportive of equality, based on a tradition of equal 
rights and equal protection for all; and  
 
Whereas, since 2021, the elected leaders of the Town of Bridgewater demonstrated their support of an often 
marginalized and persecuted community – the LGBTQ+ community - by issuing Resolutions declaring 
Bridgewater to be a safe haven where all people, regardless of their religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation or 
gender identity, can live in peace, free from hatred and violence; and  
 
Whereas, furthermore, since 2021, the Town Council members demonstrated their leadership in supporting the 
raising of the Pride Flag in front of the Academy Building, the seat of Town government. Many people 
attended the flag raisings in celebration and support of family, friends, and community; and  
 
Whereas, while Bridgewater may proudly claim support for the members of the LGBTQ+ community, we are 
witnessing hostile acts by some states restricting the rights of Transgender children to participate in education, 
sports, and needed medical care; and  
 
Whereas, we are witnessing the increased deadly violence against members of the LGBTQ+ community 
throughout the country; and  
 
Whereas, our friends, family members, and neighbors remain vulnerable to the increased level of hateful 
rhetoric directed at minority communities across the country; and  
 
Be it further resolved, that the Bridgewater Town Council once again proclaims that the Pride Flag to be 
flown with the United States Flag in front of the Academy Building in the Town of Bridgewater from June 3 - 
June 16, 2024. 
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Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 
  
  
Attachments: 1. Pride Flag Letter to TC - 2024 New Logo 

2. Pride Flag Photo 
 

Page 85 of 98



BCCR Juneteenth Flag Raising Request Page 1

https://www.bccrcivilrights.org

https://www.facebook.com/BridgewaterCommForCivilRights

April 1, 2024

Members of the Town Council
Bridgewater, MA 02324

Subject: Request to the Town Council of the Town of Bridgewater, MA
Regarding the Elevation of the Pride Flag, June 3–16, 2023, according to Ordinance D-
FY21-007, and Requesting a Resolution in Honor of Pride Month 

Since 2016, the Town of Bridgewater and the members of Bridgewater Communities for Civil 
Rights have worked together to create a welcoming community based on a tradition of equal 
rights and equal protection for all 

In 2021, 2022, and 2023, the elected leaders of the Town of Bridgewater demonstrated their 
support of an often marginalized and persecuted community – the LGBTQ+ community - by 
issuing Resolutions declaring Bridgewater to be a safe haven where all people, regardless of their 
religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or gender identity, can live in peace, free from hatred, 
harassment, and violence. 

Furthermore, for three consecutive years, the Town Council members demonstrated their 
leadership in supporting the raising of the Pride Flag in front of the Academy Building, the seat 
of Town government. Many people attended the flag raising in celebration amid the support of 
family, friends, and community. 

As we approach Pride Month 2024, the members of BCCR respectfully request that the Town 
Council again issue a Resolution in honor of Pride Month expressing support of the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

We also respectfully request that the Pride Flag be raised on Monday, June 3 at 3:30 PM and 
remain through June 16.  

As in past years, we also request permission to hold a brief ceremony in front of the Academy 
Building marking the raising of the Pride Flag on that day at 3:30 PM.  We invite you to read the 
Town Council’s Resolution at that time and celebrate the beginning of Pride Month with us. 

As mandated by the Town’s General Ordinance D-FY21-007, a photograph of the Pride Flag is 
included with this request.  
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While Bridgewater may proudly claim support for the members of the LGBTQ+ community, our 
friends, family members, and neighbors remain vulnerable to the increased level of hateful 
rhetoric directed at minority communities across the country. Bridgewater must continue to 
affirm its status as a community of safety, acceptance, and support for the marginalized, 
including the LGBTQ+ community members in our midst and beyond.

We look forward to your positive response and we hope that you, our Town leaders, through 
your supportive messages, will continue to promote Bridgewater as a model of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights, 
Pride Flag Committee:
Cristina Ajemian
Jenise Campbell-Means
Rebecca Fleisch Cordeiro
Vernon Domingo
David Michael
Laurene Powers
Sandra Smiley
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Town Manager 
Date Introduced: 3/12/2024 
First Reading: 3/12/2024 
Second Reading:  3/26/2024 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading: 4/23/2024 
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Order O-FY24-027:  FY25 Water and Sewer Rates 

 
ORDERED, that the Town Council assembled vote to establish water and sewer rates for the Town of 
Bridgewater for the Fiscal Year 2025 as follows: 
 
  
BASE RATE = $50.00  *Cost per 100 cf 

                           Proposed Rates SEWER 

Tier  Current Rate 2024 2025 

1 1-1,500 cf 0.0243 0.0243 0.0365 

2 1,501-3,000 cf 0.0479 0.0479 0.0719 

3 over 3,001 cf 0.0690 0.0690 0.1035 

     

BASE RATE = $25.00/unchanged *Cost per 100 cf 

                   
                          Proposed Rates WATER 

Tier  Current Rate 2024 2025 

1 1-1,500 cf 0.0348 0.0348 0.0372 

2 1,501-10,000 cf 0.0737 0.0737 0.0789 

3 over 10,000 cf 0.0903 0.0903 0.0966 
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Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 

•  Budget & Finance and Finance Committee • 3/26/24:  Joint meeting prior to Town Council 
meeting. 

• Budget & Finance • 4/1/24:  Voted 3-0 to recommend. 

• Finance Committee • Meeting scheduled for 4/22/24. 

 
  
Attachments: None 
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Town Manager 
Date Introduced: 3/12/2024 
First Reading: 3/12/2024 
Second Reading:  4/23/2024 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading:  
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Order O-FY24-039:  Deed In Lieu of Foreclosure - 0 Laurel Street 

 
ORDERED, in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 60,  § 77C, the Town Council of 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts in Town Council assembled vote to accept a deed in lieu of foreclosure for a parcel 
of real estate owned by Catherine E Marble, and more particularly described as Bridgewater Assessors Parcel 
64 Map 46 and further identified as 0 Laurel Street, recorded in Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Book 
29115 Page 136; said land to be conveyed to the Town free and clear of any liens or encumbrances except for 
municipal tax liens securing payment of outstanding real estate taxes; and, upon conveyance to the Town, to be 
held for general municipal purposes or for disposition thereof by sale or otherwise.  Furthermore, to authorize 
the Municipal Counsel to undertake and act or execute any document necessary to consummate this transaction 
in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 60, § 77C; or, take any other action 
thereon. 
  
Explanation:   
A municipality may accept a deed to a parcel subject to liens for outstanding municipal taxes or charges before 
or after a taking. 
  
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 

•  Budget & Finance • 4/1/24:  Voted 3-0 to recommend 

• Finance Committee • Meeting scheduled for 4/22/24 

 
  
Attachments: None 
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Town Manager 
Date Introduced: 4/9/2024 
First Reading: 4/9/2024 
Second Reading:  4/23/2024 
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading:  
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Order O-FY24-040:  Transfer Order Water Capital 

 
ORDERED, that the Town Coucil assembled vote to 
 
In accordance with section 6-4 of the Bridgewater Home Rule Charter, vote to appropriate and transfer  
$300,000  from Water Retained Earnings to WTR Capital Projects Fund 6210-497003. 
 
Explanation:   
Capital Project for Great Hill Water tower for repairs and restoration of the concrete base collar around the 
water tower for maintenance as well as to stay in compliance with DEP inspections and mandates. 
  
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 

•  Budget & Finance • Meeting 4/16/24. 

• Finance Committee • Meeting 4/22/24. 

 
  
Attachments: None 
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Bridgewater Town Council 
  

 

 
Introduced By: Fred Chase, Councilor 

Susan Robinson, Councilor 
Date Introduced: 4/23/2024 
First Reading: 4/23/2024 
Second Reading:   
Amendments Adopted:  
Third Reading:  
Date Adopted:  
Date Effective:  

 
Petition P-2024-021:  A Resolution Honoring Juneteenth 

 
Whereas, Since 2021, Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights (BCCR) and First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church Bridgewater (FPUUB) have hosted successful Juneteenth events in Bridgewater with the 
support of the Town of Bridgewater, the Bridgewater Public Library, Bridgewater State University, and many 
other members of the community; and 
 
Whereas, the Juneteenth committee, in cooperation with those mentioned above and the Martin Richard 
Institute for Social Justice is currently planning a 4th annual Juneteenth celebration; and 
 
Whereas, In May 2021, the Town of Bridgewater designated June 19th (Juneteenth) a Town holiday.  And, in 
June 2022 and 2023 the Town Council unanimously supported the raising of the Juneteenth flag from June 15 
through June 30; and 
 
Whereas, the Council, as leaders of our Town, can have significant impact in supporting the celebration of 
liberty and justice for all with its support of Juneteenth 2024; and 
 
Whereas, Symbols and seemingly small actions can have great meaning, through these actions, all who pass 
through Bridgewater will see that we honor the history of African Americans and recognize their contribution 
to American history. 
 
Now therefore, the Bridgewater Town Council declares June 17, 2024, a day of commemoration and 
celebration and once again proclaims that the Juneteenth Flag be flown with the United States Flag in front of 
the Academy Building in the Town of Bridgewater from June 17 - 30, 2024. 
 
Committee Referrals and Dispositions: 

Referral(s) Disposition(s) 
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•   •   

 
  
Attachments: 1. Juneteenth-Flag-Letter-to-TC_2024_final 

2. Juneteenth Flag 
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March 21, 2024

Members of the Town Council
Bridgewater, MA 02324

Subject: Request to the Town Council of the Town of Bridgewater, MA
Regarding the Elevation of the Juneteenth Flag, June 17–June 30, 2024, according to 
Ordinance D-FY21-007, and Requesting a Resolution in Honor of Juneteenth 2024

In 2021 and 2022, Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights (BCCR) and First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church Bridgewater (FPUUB) hosted two successful Juneteenth events in 
Bridgewater with the support of the Town of Bridgewater, the Bridgewater Public Library, and 
many other members of the community. 

Regrettably, the 2023 Juneteenth celebration was canceled due to inclement weather. Undeterred, 
the Juneteenth committee is planning Juneteenth 2024 which will be co-hosted by BCCR, 
FPUUB, and the Martin Richard Institute for Social Justice. Juneteenth 2024 will be held at 
University Park at Bridgewater State University.

In 2022 and 2023, the Town of Bridgewater designated June 19th (Juneteenth) a Town holiday. 
And, in June 2022 and 2023, the Town Council unanimously supported the raising of the 
Juneteenth flag, issuing, respectively, Resolution FY22-08: A Resolution Honoring Juneteenth 
and Petition P-2023-028: A Resolution Honoring Juneteenth.

We respectfully request that the Juneteenth Flag be raised again this year in front of the 
Academy Building on Monday, June 17 and remain through June 30, celebrated with a 
Resolution by the Town Council, demonstrating the Town’s continued commitment to civil 
rights for all in our daily interactions. 

In addition, we respectfully request permission to hold a brief ceremony in front of the Academy 
Building marking the raising of the Juneteenth Flag on Monday, June 17 at 3:30 PM.  We invite 
you to read the Town Council’s Resolution at that time and celebrate Juneteenth with us. 

As mandated by the Town’s General Ordinance D-FY21-007, a photograph of the Juneteenth 
Flag is included with this request.  

The Council, as leaders of our Town, can have significant impact in supporting the celebration of 
liberty and justice for all with its commemoration of Juneteenth 2024. Symbols and seemingly 
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small actions can have great meaning. Through your actions, you are telling all who pass through 
Bridgewater that Juneteenth is part of American history.

We look forward to your positive response and we hope that you, our Town Leaders, through 
your supportive messages, will continue to promote Bridgewater as a model of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion. 

Sincerely, 

Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights, Juneteenth Flag Committee
Cristina Ajemian
Jenise Campbell- Means
Rebecca Fleisch Cordeiro
Vernon Domingo
David Michael
Laurene Powers
Sandra Smiley
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