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CALL TO ORDER:  
 A quorum being duly present, Town Council President Edward Haley called the meeting of the Bridgewater Town 
Council to order at 7:30 pm, on July 10, 2018 in the Academy Building Council Chambers, 66 Central Square, 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts. 
PRESENT:   
Council members present were, Francis Sousa, Peter Colombotos, William Wood, Dennis Gallagher, Edward Haley, 
Fred Chase, Shawn George, Aisha Losche, and Timothy Fitzgibbons. Town Manager Michael Dutton and Town Attorney 
Jason Rawlins were also present. 
ABSENT:  No Councilors were absent. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
A moment of silence was held for all veterans who have passed since the last meeting. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - None 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
• None 
PROCLAMATIONS - None 
CITIZENS OPEN FORUM   
• Pat Neary, 225 Lakeside Drive:  Ms. Neary is inquiring about the disposition on Councilor Gallagher’s General 

Ordinance prohibiting marijuana use in Town.  The ordinance was sent to the Rules & Procedures Committee.  Ms. 
Neary hopes Councilor Gallagher can amend his ordinance. 

 APPOINTMENTS 
• Disabilities Commission – Matthew Bernstein 

Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
George.   
Discussion:    Mr. Dutton spoke on behalf of Mr. Bernstein 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed 9-0. 

HEARINGS - None  
Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Wood to take agenda item J:  Discussion out of order.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilor Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:     
A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed 8-1 (Councilor Losche in the dissent). 
DISCUSSIONS (Taken Out of Order) 
• Spring Street Highway Garage 

Councilor Gallagher would like to see some exploration of the use of the Spring Street Garage.  He knows there is a 
Downtown Revitalization Plan.  Would like to see the Town River Landing developed.  Councilor Gallagher outlined 
a few ideas he has for development, then asked Councilor Wood’s opinion as it is in his district.  Councilor Wood 
feels Spring Street is a unique.  Thinks there should be a comprehensive look at the spot and the whole street for 
development and potential business growth.  Councilor Colombotos stated he agrees with some of Councilor 
Wood’s points.  There is a lot of parking available.  He pointed out that there’s a need to also have the housing 
component within the mixed-use area and thinks an ad hoc committee would also be a good idea.  Councilor 
Gallagher stated the downtown revitalization report picks out that area as one of the most important areas.  The 
first thing we need to do is decide if we want to keep the property.  Councilor Losche confirmed Mr. Gallagher 
wanted to take the building down and make it parking.  Councilor Gallagher responded; a combination of parking 
and access to the park. 

Return to regular order of business (License Transactions) 
LICENSE TRANSACTIONS  
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• PUBLIC HEARING - 7:35 p.m.: Petition P-2018-009:  National Grid and Verizon Request for Pole Location - Poles 11-
84 & 12-84, Aldrich Road 
President Haley opened the hearing at 7:50 p.m. 
Tim Lyford, from National Grid Electric came forward.  Mr. Lyford explained the installations would be replacing 
tree guy fixtures on that road. 
President Haley invited any questions from the public – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in favor - None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in opposition – None came forward. 
President Haley entertained any questions from councilors:  
• Councilor Fitzgibbons asked if they were stub poles or full.  Mr. Lyford responded they’re stub poles.  He 

believes 35 feet.   
• Councilor Losche asked if abutters were notified?  Mr. Lyford responded; they were notified, and he was not 

notified of any issues. 
President Haley closed the hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
George.   
Discussion:  None     
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

• PUBLIC HEARING - 7:40 p.m.:  Petition P-2018-010: National Grid and Verizon Request for Pole Location - Pole 48-
84, Main Street 
President Haley opened the hearing at 7:55 p.m. 
Tim Lyford from National Grid Electric explained the intent of the request stating it’s the same as the previous 
petition. 
President Haley invited any questions from the public – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in favor – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in opposition - None came forward. 
President Haley entertained any questions from councilors:  
• At Councilor Colombotos’ request, Mr. Lyford provided additional clarification on a stub pole 
• Councilor Wood asked if there is an existing tree there that needs to come down?  Mr. Lyford responded; he is 

not aware of any tree that needs to be taken down.  There is a tree nearby but it’s on private property. 
• At Councilor Sousa’s request, Mr. Lyford confirmed the wire location as it is appears on the drawing.     
President Haley closed the hearing at 7:58 p.m. 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Sousa.   
Discussion: None      
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Fitzgibbons – YEA; Losche – YEA; George – YEA; Chase – YEA; Haley – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Wood – YEA; 
Colombotos – YEA; Sousa - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0.  

• PUBLIC HEARING - 7:45 p.m.:  Petition P-2018-011: The Granting of a Class II Used Auto Dealers License - SKS 
Automotive Corp. 
President Haley opened the hearing at 7:59 p.m. 



Town of Bridgewater 
Town Council Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018 

Page | 3  
 

Attorney Rob Pellegrini came forward and explained the property is being utilized in the same manner.  They are 
proposing a maximum of 30 vehicles.  The parking stalls are lined but they are not planning to line the spots for 
vehicles. 
President Haley invited any questions from the public – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in favor - None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in opposition – None came forward. 
President Haley entertained any questions from councilors:  
• Councilor George referenced the comment from the Building Inspector asking for striping.  Attorney Pellegrini 

responded; the parking stalls located and numbered on the site plan can be striped.  Councilor George stated 
he would like to see that happen.   

• Councilor Fitzgibbons pointed out the application is for 30 vehicles on display.  We want to be sure there are 
30 or fewer vehicles on display. 

• Councilor Colombotos wondered what other site control there is regarding striping.  Mr. Dutton responded 
there is not site plan approval required.  Councilor Colombotos asked if we can make this approval contingent 
upon the Building Inspector’s satisfaction.  

• Councilor Wood stated he is unaware of any other car dealer that’s required to stripe.  If you require the 
striping, you limit how they can configure the yard. 

• President Haley believes there needs to be the clear delineation between cars for sale, repair and parking. 
• Councilor George reiterated he does not feel this is an unrealistic ask to define the space. 
• Attorney Pellegrini explained there really isn’t much room for extra stock, though he understands their point.   
• Councilor Colombotos asked the Town Manager what other mechanisms there may be for compliance?  Mr. 

Dutton responded; maybe if the applicant designates sales spots versus employee parking. 
President Haley closed the hearing at 8:12 p.m. 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Gallagher.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion: Councilor Colombotos asked if they could amend and add a stipulation that lines be put in.  Councilor 
George stated for the record his opinion that striping is a necessity.   Attorney Rawlins advised the Council could 
amend an add a condition. 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed 9-0. 

• PUBLIC HEARING - 7:50 p.m.:  Petition P-2018-012: Verizon Request for Pole Location - Poles 145S & 146S, 
Summer Street 
President Haley opened the hearing at 8:14 p.m. 
Ross Billideau, of Verizon New England came forward and explained these will remedy tree guying issue on these 
poles.  They want to remove those guys and replace with stub poles. 
President Haley invited any questions from the public – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in favor – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in opposition - None came forward. 
President Haley entertained any questions from councilors:  
• Councilor George asked if any abutters had any issues?  Mr. Billideau responded; “no”.  
• Councilor Wood asked if a property owner could go directly to Verizon if there was an anchor on a tree and 

they wished to have a stub pole.  Mr. Billideau responded yes, the property owner could reach out to Verizon.  
President Haley closed the hearing at 8:18 p.m. 
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Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Wood.   
Discussion:  None     
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion  

• PUBLIC HEARING - 7:55 p.m.:  Petition P-2018-013: Verizon Request for Pole Location - Pole 9S, Cook Street 
Ross Billideau explained this is a similar situation to the previous petition. 
President Haley opened the hearing at 8:19 p.m. 
President Haley invited any questions from the public – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in favor – None came forward. 
President Haley asked if there was anyone speaking in opposition - None came forward. 
President Haley entertained any questions from councilors:  
• Councilor George asked if there were any issues from abutters.  Mr. XXX responded, “no”.  
President Haley closed the hearing at 8:19 p.m. 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
George.   
Discussion: None      
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Fitzgibbons – YEA; Losche – YEA; George – YEA; Chase – YEA; Haley – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Wood – YEA; 
Colombotos – YEA; Sousa - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

PRESENTATIONS - None  
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Dutton reported on information about various activities happening around town and highlighted meetings and 
events.  Items of note included:  They have just about finished the Cherry Street paving project.  There has been a 
request to make the Cherry Street/Short Street intersection a three way stop, which Mr. Dutton will look in to.  The 
Mr. Dutton provided an update on their request to look into the downtown traffic; stating, he has reached out to Mass 
DoT to see what may be helpful in terms of pedestrian and vehicle traffic.  Left turn signals could be a solution; 
however, that may cause additional backups.  Mr. Dutton provided an update on Councilor George’s request to look 
into the high volume of Walnut Street outages.  Mr. Dutton has contacted National Grid.  A high number of the 
outages are due to tree issues; they’re currently looking into remedies.  Once the data is available Mr. Dutton will have 
the National Grid rep in to speak to Council.  Invoice Cloud has exceeded expectations.  We are looking at revenues 
which are coming in quite well.  Ambulance Receipts are on target according to our five-year projections.  The Golf 
Course and Transfer Station had a bit of a surge at end of fiscal year.  The Golf Course nearly met their budget and may 
not need the $60,000 transfer/loan.  Mr. Dutton met with the Cable Advisory Committee on potential renewal of cable 
contract with comcast.  The Next step is to define areas where they can do better.  Mr. Dutton reminded people the 
contract does not impact channel selection or rate.  Mr. Dutton clarified; It is not the case that another vendor cannot 
come into town while we have a contract with Comcast.  There have been five responses to the Paid Parking RFP.  
They are being reviewed internally and will be making a selection over the next week or so.  We have engaged 
Attorney Mark Bobrowski and Planning Consultant Judi Barrett to look at a comprehensive rezoning.  The Finance 
Director and Mr. Dutton participated in a workshop with Mark Abraham to better understand the regions – they 
learned we can much more accurately predict what state aid will be based on chapter 70 numbers.   They have 
developed a project scope and timeline for LED streetlights which will dramatically reduce the amount of energy used.  
We are looking at December 2019 as a possible completion date.  Mr. Dutton reminded all that the town is still 
seeking volunteers for Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Finance Committee, Planning Board and Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  Mr. Dutton spoke about the Bridgewater Citizens Academy stating; he would like to propose we do 
something similar which incorporates all the different areas in town.  Mr. Dutton is thinking the group would meet for 
roughly 10 weeks.  He asked the Councilors to reach out to him directly if they feel there would be interest.   
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Councilor Questions: 
• At Councilor Losche’s request, Mr. Dutton confirmed he spoke with National Grid about District 1.  Councilor 

Losche noted her support of an Academy.   
• Councilor George thanked Mr. Dutton for getting National Grid to respond and asked that we continue to push 

this along. 
• Councilor Gallagher asked if any consideration put into the streetlights that are not on town property in terms of 

the LED streetlight project.  Mr. Dutton responded; we’ll look at the lights that were “red capped” and those that 
were taken over by home owners.  That will be part of the assessment process. 

• Councilor Sousa thanked the Town Manager for having the stump he referenced at the last meeting taken out .   
• Councilor Colombotos asked how much less the LED streetlights are.  Mr. Dutton responded he has heard less 

than half.  Mr. Colombotos agrees with Mr. Gallagher to look at turning on some of the street lights which were 
shut off previously.  He then expressed support for the volunteer academy program and volunteered to help.  At 
Mr. Colombotos’ request, Mr. Dutton clarified the streets included in the paid parking RFP as:  School Street, the 
town lot behind Town Hall, and the Spring Street lot.  Finally, Councilor Colombotos reminded the Town Manager 
that there was a bike path proposal in the Downtown Revitalization plan and suggested they consider that when 
looking at the paid parking. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• Budget & Finance Committee:  Committee Chair Wood stated the committee met tonight.  He noted; the openings 

on Finance Committee delay us.  Mr. Wood loves the idea of Citizens Academy.  Finally, Mr. Wood stated; the 
committee spoke about the Free Cash Policy and the last three items on this evening’s agenda under Legislation 
for Action.     

• Community & Economic Development Committee Chair Colombotos stated the committee met with the 
Community & Economic Development Director.  She stressed to the committee the importance of stepping back 
to be sure where we want to go as a town. 

LEGISLATION FOR ACTION 
• Order O-FY18-031:  Roadways and Sidewalk Maintenance and Improvement Plan 

Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Colombotos.   
Discussion:  Councilor Colombotos asked Mr. Dutton what a reasonable deadline date would be.  Mr. Dutton 
responded; 11/1/18.  
Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Colombotos to change “June 1st” to November 1st”.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilor Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:    None 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion to amend passed 9-0. 
Discussion (cont’d on main motion):    Councilor Colombotos stated his feeling that infrastructure is really 
important, and we’re challenged in town. 
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion to approve, as amended, passed 9-0. 

• O-FY18-040 Amend/Replace Order O-2012-038 - Free Cash Policy 
Councilor Wood explained he introduced this order as a way to edit the existing Free Cash Policy.  However, there 
have been no proposals for changes, therefore he will withdraw the order.   

• Order O-FY18-041: Transfer Order - Employee Sick Leve Buy-Back (SLBB) Liability Transfers 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Sousa.   
Discussion:    Mr. Dutton briefly explained; some employees are eligible for sick leave buy back.  This is a transfer 
of funds to fund sick leave buy back for a couple of fire employees and one police employee.  Councilor 
Fitzgibbons asked if this transfer reflects the town having looked forward to set up the liability and this transfer.  
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Mr. Dutton responded in the affirmative.  Councilor Wood noted both Budget & Finance and Finance Committees 
approved this measure.   
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Fitzgibbons – YEA; Losche – YEA; George – YEA; Chase – YEA; Haley – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Wood – YEA; 
Colombotos – YEA; Sousa - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY18-042:  Transfer Order - General Fund Transfer of Other Non-Recurring Revenue to Capital 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Gallagher.   
Discussion:    Mr. Dutton briefly explained; this order transfers funds received during the year and puts them into 
the Capital Stabilization Trust.   
Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Wood to amend account numbers as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilor Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:    None 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion to amend passed 9-0. 
Discussion (cont’d on main motion):  Councilor George asked; at what point do we consider something recurring 
revenue, noting his belief that the town can get a little more aggressive about putting monies into general 
revenue.  Mr. Dutton responded; if it’s something that appears on the Cherry Sheet.  At Councilor George’s 
request, Mr. Dutton confirmed Prison Mitigation funds would never be considered recurring revenue as they are 
open to 9C cuts.   Councilor Gallagher agreed with Councilor George.  Councilor Fitzgibbons echoes previous 
comments to some extent but suggested only earmark a percentage based on historical data. 
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion to approve, as amended, passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY18-044:  Declaring Town Property Available for Lease 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Wood.   
Discussion:    Mr. Dutton explained; we’ve had Verizon approach us to ask if it’s feasible to mount equipment on 
the High Street water tower.  When we go out to bid anyone can bid on it.  It is non-exclusive, so we could 
accommodate more than one company.   
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Fitzgibbons – YEA; Losche – YEA; George – YEA; Chase – YEA; Haley – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Wood – YEA; 
Colombotos – YEA; Sousa - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY18-045:  End of Year Transfers 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Gallagher.   
Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Wood to amend as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:    None 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion to amend passed 9-0. 
Discussion (on main motion cont’d):  None   
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion to approve, as amended, passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY18-046:  Ratification of American Tower Lease Agreement  
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
George.   
Discussion:    Mr. Dutton explained the lease and benefits.  Discussion followed relative to the $650K earmarked 
for stabilization, with Councilor George noting his feeling that going forward would be helpful to see some of the 
funds go elsewhere.  Councilor Fitzgibbons pointed out stabilization is one source where we can put funds for 
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future use.  Councilor Wood suggested; perhaps there needs to be discussion around when to tap into 
Stabilization in a downturn.   
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Fitzgibbons – YEA; Losche – YEA; George – YEA; Chase – YEA; Haley – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Wood – YEA; 
Colombotos – YEA; Sousa - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY19-007:  CPC Reserve Accounts - FY2019 
Motion:  A motion to approve was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Gallagher.   
Discussion:    None 
A roll call vote was taken with results recorded as follows:   
Sousa – YEA; Colombotos – YEA; Wood – YEA; Gallagher – YEA; Haley – YEA; Chase – YEA; George - YEA; Losche – 
YEA; Fitzgibbons - YEA.  The motion passed 9-0. 

Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons to postpone the remining items under Legislation for Action 
pending disposition of Finance Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Gallagher.   
Discussion:  Councilor Fitzgibbons noted it is disappointing that we can’t do a contract ratification for the Police 
Department.  It just highlights the need for more Finance Committee members who can attend meetings. 
A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed 9-0.   
• Order O-FY19-008:  Transfer Order – Sewer Reserve Capital Special Purpose 

Postponed per motion above. 
• Order O-FY19-009:  Transfer Order – Water Reserve Capital Special Purpose  

Postponed per motion above. 
• Order O-FY19-010:  Contract Ratification - Police Association 

Postponed per motion above. 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Order O-FY19-011:  Acceptance of a Gift – Bridgewater State University 

Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons to refer to the Budget & Finance and Finance Committees.  
The motion was seconded by Councilor Losche.   
Discussion:    Councilor Fitzgibbons thanked BSU for another generous donation to the town. 
A voice vote was taken and the motion passed 9-0. 

• Order O-FY19-012:  Acquiring Property on Summer Street – Mobile Station 
*9:26 p.m. Councilor Colombotos recused himself as a neighbor to the property and exited the meeting. 

Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons to refer to the Community & Economic Development 
Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Losche.   
Discussion:    Councilor Gallagher pointed out; this is in the Downtown Revitalization Plan.  He suggested; perhaps 
we can take a proactive approach to this.  If we were to try to acquire through eminent domain, would get a fair 
price.  Councilor Losche asked if this is similar to another order that was put forward?  Councilor Gallagher 
responded; there needs to be a reason to take a building by eminent domain.  Councilor chase asked the status of 
the underground tanks is.  Mr. Dutton responded; he believes they are removed.  Later in the agenda there is a 
transfer request to begin the appraisal process. Councilor George pointed out his belief that the property behind is 
vacant/condemned.   
A voice vote was taken and the motion passed 8-0-1 (Councilor Colombotos abstained) 

*9:34 p.m., Councilor Colombotos rejoined the meeting 
• Order O-FY19-013:  Highway Garage – Spring Street 

Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons to refer to the Community & Economic Development 
Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Losche.   
Discussion:    Councilor Fitzgibbons stated he thinks Mr. Gallagher raised some valid points. 
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A voice vote was taken and the motion passed 9-0. 
*9:38 p.m.:  Councilor Colombotos recused himself as a neighbor to the property and left the room.   
• Order O-FY19-014: Transfer Order – Funding for Property Appraisal for 46 Summer Street and 38 South Street 

Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Losche to refer to the Budget & Finance and Finance Committees.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilor Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:    Councilor Fitzgibbons asked how the previous order affects this?  Mr. Dutton responded; he does not 
think it needs to wait unless the Council decides not to support the taking at all.  In order to begin the process, you 
have to conduct a specialized appraisal of the property.  Mr. Dutton pointed out; he wouldn’t expend the funds 
until the Council votes to approve the eminent domain.  Councilor George asked if it was a problem that there are 
no account number identified on the order.  Mr. Dutton responded; “no”.  Mr. Wood asked if we can amend the 
street number. 
Motion:  A motion was made by Councilor Wood to amend by changing the street number to “46”.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilor Fitzgibbons.   
Discussion:    None 
A voice vote was taken and the motion passed 8-0-1 (Councilor Colombotos recused) 

9:40 p.m.:  Councilor Colombotos rejoined the meeting. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
• Councilor Fitzgibbons:    Congratulated everyone involved on a great 4th of July. 
• Councilor Losche:    Stated she loved the parade and 4th of July celebration. 
• Councilor George:   Stated the parade and fireworks were excellent.  He received some feedback that Legion Field 

was left a mess.  He hopes people appreciate the way we (as a Council) approach things is in a thoughtful manner.  
Regarding Citizens Comments Mr. George hopes that if people get up and direct comments at specific councilors 
they have the courtesy of waiting for councilor comments for a response.  He would like to have the State Senator 
and State Rep attend a council meeting where citizens could ask questions.   

• Councilor Chase:  Echoed previous comments on 4th of July festivities.  The organizers deserve congratulations. 
• Councilor Gallagher:   Thanked all who were involved in 4th of July preparations.  It’s a great community day for the 

town. 
• Councilor Wood:  During the break between the parade and fireworks, he went over to the University for the 

festival.  Mr. Wood wants to support David Moore’s initiative.  Mr. Wood suggested asking the high school kids to 
help with the cleaning of Legion Field for volunteer hours.  He reminded all that the organizers of the 4th of July 
celebration are volunteers. 

• Councilor Colombotos: No comments 
• Councilor Sousa: The 4th of July has always been a special occasion for all of us.  He spoke about the celebration in 

Bristol RI.  Believes there were more people this year than last year.   
• Councilor Haley:    The 4th of July was a great event.  Mr. Haley spoke about performer who was supposed to play 

at Music Alley, who was able to perform at Legion Field on the 5th.  Finally, Mr. Haley stated there are a lot of open 
seats on committees to help the town get the work done. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – No Executive Session was held. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion:  A motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Fitzgibbons.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Losche.   
A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed 9-0.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by:  Ann Holmberg 
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In accordance with the applicable provisions of the Town of Bridgewater Home Rule Charter and Town Council 
Rules and Procedures, the Town Council assembled voted, at their meeting on Tuesday, August 7, 2018, to approve 
the aforementioned minutes, as submitted by a voice vote (6-0) (Councilors Haley and George absent, Councilor 
Colombotos not present for vote).   
 
A TRUE COPY ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Ann M. Holmberg 
Town Council Clerk 

 
 

 
 


