


REGULAR MEETING                             BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD                   SEPTEMBER 19, 2018
The regular meeting convened at 6:30 pm in the Chamber Room of the Academy Building.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Driscoll, Ms. Guarino, Mr. Ajemian and Ms. Sullivan.  Also present were Associate Members Mike MacDonald and Steve Geller.
ALSO PRESENT:  Elijah Romulus, Assistant Planner and Azu Etoniru, Town Engineer.
 Mr. Driscoll introduced Steve Geller, a new associate, who was appointed by the Council last week. He also introduced Mike MacDonald who will be sitting in on the hearings this evening in place of Mr. Hall who is out of town.
Mr. Driscoll explained the hearing process and the fact that the meeting is being audio and visually recorded.    
SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN REVIEW PUBLIC HEARING-1221 BEDFORD STREET SOLAR PROJECT
The public hearing convened at 6:32 pm.  It is being held under Section 22 (Solar Photovoltaic Facilities) and site plan approval under 9.83 of the Bridgewater Zoning By-Laws.
Ms. Guarino read the public hearing notice that appeared in the Enterprise 9/5 and 9/12.
Emails read:  Laurie Keane from the Board of Health-Eric Badger has no objection; Dept. of Public Works-Project is not requesting a hook-up to water; Elijah Romulus memo-August 3rd.
11x17 copies of the plans were given to all members.  They were dated July 2018 revised August 2018.
Emily Burn, a representative for the applicant, made a slide show presentation which explained the company history and other projects they are involved in.  They are a 501 c 4 non-profit.  
Briony Angus, with Tighe & Bond spoke more about the actual site and proposed project.  It is the former private landfill owned by the Chuckran Corporation located at 1221 Bedford Street that was closed in the early 90’s.  The landfill was never formally closed thru the Dept. of Environmental Protection.  This project will entail a proposed solar facility and some pretty significant stormwater improvements that are being required by DEP as part of the approval of this project and formally closing out the landfill thru DEP approval.  There are tax and revenue benefits.  The solar company will own and maintain the site and will be solely responsible for operations and maintenance through the life of the project. (Emily is the one that the town would be dealing with).   A lot of the design details were read in the notice in terms of compliance with dimensional controls, etc.  There are wetland resource areas to the south of the site and they are currently in front of the Conservation Commission seeking an Order of Conditions.  There are no wetlands associates with the project; it is a buffer zone project only, she said.  Their application goes thru and responds to each of the site plan criteria and design standards.  She touched on some site features:  the site will be fenced with a perimeter fence; there will be no lighting; you can’t see the landfill from the street; no vegetation screen proposed; no vegetation needs to be removed; there are no residential abutters.  One administrative piece she added for the Board was that this has been before Conservation twice and as a result of comments from the Commission and the Engineer, they went out and refreshed the wetlands delineation from what was previously submitted.  They have revised drawings to give to Elijah.  The project design hasn’t changed at all. 
Brian Huntley from Tighe & Bond said that the solar array will not impact the landfill cap’ everything is constructed from the ground up.  The access road will be the first thing done; they will be rolling out a fabric on the grass surface and building it up with gravel on top.  Each one of the arrays will be mounted on a ballast block that is put down on a very thin layer of gravel to provide a uniform surface.  Once they are all installed, they are all interconnected with wires; all wiring is above grade in conduits.  He spoke about the stormwater Management plan and how it was going to be handled which never existed on the site before.  
Emily Burn spoke about working with the Town for a proposal in lieu of taxes.  Unfortunately, all her comments could not be heard for transcription.  They will be providing energy credits to eligible low-income residents here in Bridgewater. Details are subject to the State Smart Program.  
Mr. Macdonald asked a question about closure and Mr. Huntley responded that it is complicated; there are a number of things they needed to do.  There is a comprehensive site assessment that DEP requires as well as a closure certification.  That closure certification permit application that was submitted comes out with a permit by DEP that puts them into the post closure period; that permit defines the requirements for that 30-year post closure period including financial assurances are in place and the monitoring associated with the landfill.  So, what was issued by DEP was a provisional permit in anticipation of this project and anticipation of these features being constructed.  
There was no public comment.
Mr. Etoniru questioned if we had proof of abutter notification?  Briony said she did not have the green cards and she could certainly follow up with that tomorrow.  She was not aware that they had to bring them to the meeting. Mr. Ajemian felt that nothing more could be discussed until we find out if the abutters were notified.
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Guarino, it was unanimously voted to continue the hearing to October 3rd at 6:30 pm.
Shortly thereafter, it was discovered that the Town had actually sent out the notices to the abutters due to the fact that the originally scheduled hearing was not held due to the notice not being published in the paper in time.  The Green cards were in the folder. The applicants showed proof of sending the notices out for the first meeting.  There was quite a bit of discussion on whether or not they could legally reopen the hearing after it had been continued to a time and date certain and the determination was no.    Mr. Etoniru suggested that a decision be drafted and the board should be all set to take action on October 3rd. 


KRIS FABROSKI-SITE PLAN APPROVAL-57B BEDFORD STREET
The public hearing convened at 7:08 pm.
Proof of abutters notification received.
Ms. Guarino read the public hearing notice that appeared in the Enterprise on 8/22 and 8/29.
Correspondence received read into the record:  Email-Highway Supt-Needs State curb cut approval
Board of Health-August 6th
Elijah Romulus-memo of August 7th.
Mr. Frank Gallagher presented the revised plan which was submitted on 9/17 reflecting Mr. Etoniru’s comments.  Mr. Etoniru noted that he has just done a cursory review as the plans just came in. 
Mr.  Driscoll questioned what was on the side of the building to the left?  Mr. Gallagher indicated that it was a 4” stone dust surface spelled out on the second sheet of the plans.  He said that one of the revisions he made to this plan was the elimination of a parking space. 
Architectural renderings of the building were received.  Only building mounted lights.  Landscaping is not specific but shown on the plan.
Mr. Fabroski said that the dumpster will be emptied prior to business hours.  
Rebecca Bowens-130 Spring Hill Ave-commented about all the traffic; she feels locked in; spends too much time getting in and out of her street.
Mr. Etoniru noted that he will look at the materials submitted tomorrow and have conversation with Mr. Gallagher, and with the help of staff draft a decision letter for the board’s review.  
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Guarino, it was unanimously voted to continue the hearing to October 3rd at 6:30.  

 MINOR MODIFICATION -AUGLIS WAY
The Modification was sought by the developer Michael Mickiewicz who seeks to reduce the pavement width from the approved 28 feet to 24 feet as currently allowed under Section V (2) (B) for Residential A 16-59 units.  The plan was prepared by Mike Koska and a letter from him was read into the record.  
Mr. Etoniru supported the request.  Mr. Ajemian asked how that affects the binder?  Mr. Etoniru explained.    There was no further discussion.
On a motion by Ms. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Ajemian, it was unanimously voted to approve the reduction of the pavement width at Auglis Way from 28 feet to 24 feet.
OLDFIELDS ESTATES, PHASE I
A request received from Lehtola Homes, Inc and 5 P Forester RE Trust for a two-year extension for completion on Phase I of Oldfield Estates. The Board’s latest approval was on January 5, 2017 and condition #2 was that the construction of all ways and services and installation of all municipal services shall be completed in accordance with the applicable rules and regulations of the Board within a period of two (2) years from the date of endorsement of the plan.  Failure to do so shall automatically rescind approval of the plan.   
The applicant was not present.  Mrs. Dorr informed the members that the applicant indicated she was putting in the request early, because they had forgotten in the past and had to have another hearing.   
Mr. Ajemian suggested that he would prefer someone here before they vote to find out why they need the extension and what kind of time frame are they thinking for completion.  Mr. Etoniru agreed.
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Sullivan it was unanimously voted to ask the developer to come to the October 3, 2018 meeting to explain and to get some kind of timeline from them.  
Sec. note:  Ms. Lehtola requested a time on October 17th, rather than October 3rd.  
FIREFLY LANE-MODIFICATION REQUEST
Scheduled on the agenda was the continued discussion on the request from Greg Maroney for change in the pipe.  An email received on September 19th from Mr. Maroney requesting withdrawal of the request as he will continue the installation as shown on the subdivision plans.
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Sullivan, it was unanimously voted to accept the withdrawal of the modification request without prejudice.
A discussion ensued on the tree removal at Firefly Lane.  Ms. Sullivan asked if there was any update on the tree?  Mr. Driscoll said he spoke with Mr. Etoniru today and it is still the opinion that the tree is compromised and is a potential hazard and should have the applicant remove it. 
Ms. Sullivan made a motion to have the Town Planner give Mr. Maroney direction to remove the tree. Mr. Ajemian seconded for discussion.  He said that he went out there today and it seemed like it was very close to the road and didn’t have a very good root system.  Ms. Sullivan felt if there was anyway the tree could be saved Mr. Maltby would advise.  He is the arborist and expert on such matters; he wants to save trees and doesn’t like to destroy them.  If it is dangerous, then it should be removed. All members expressed desire to be able to save the tree, but under the circumstances, it should come down.
Mary Distasio-426 Summer Street-commented that she saw the tree warden come out and he didn’t even get out of his truck. “He pulled up for 30 seconds, wrote something down, and left” and I would like a second opinion”, she said.  Mr. Driscoll said the Board relies on their professionals.  She expressed concern with water that they may experience with the tree taken down; it is a 100-year-old tree that soaks up a lot of water.   Mr. Driscoll commented that if it was just an issue of trying to save the tree, that is one thing; this is an issue of public safety.  Mr. Ajemian commented that when it was approved, the trees were supposed to be protected.  He commented that in the future perhaps more should be done to look into the root systems of trees that are close to the road before any construction is done. After a bit more discussion, the vote was taken, and it was unanimous.  
FORM A-561 FOREST STREET-GOLOB
Mr. Driscoll advised the members that he had a conflict on this application and recused himself from the meeting.
Mr. Ajemian took the chair.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The plan prepared by John Delano and Associates shows the division of a 2.571-acre parcel of land into 2 lots.  Lot 1 is for existing house and Lot 2 in intended to be a buildable lot.
Mr. Etoniru said it meets requirements for a form A endorsement.
On a motion by Ms. Sullivan, seconded by Mr. Ajemian, it was unanimously voted to endorse the plan.
                                                                                   _____
Mr. Driscoll returned to the meeting.
1015 Pleasant Street was on the agenda for endorsement-Azu noted that it was all set
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Sullivan, it was unanimously voted to endorse the plan.
Lot 21A Fireworks Circle was also on the agenda for endorsement- Elijah recommended endorsement.
On a motion by Mr. Ajemian, seconded by Ms. Guarino, it was unanimously voted to endorse the plan.
There was no directors report.
The Town Clerk, Marilee Kenney Hunt, introduced Prima Ndeka and her son is Denis Kwesig.  She is the Mayor of Rakai, Uganda and was here to learn how our process works.  She explained how it works in her country.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 pm on a motion by Ms. Guarino, seconded by Ms. Sullivan and unanimously voted.

MINUTES APPROVED: ____________________________
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